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How to Log Volunteer Hours

Don't forget to log your volunteer hours

use the link: http://www.rmae.org/volunteer08-09.htm
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Looking for a great place to eat while out and alfshwing your
holiday shopping and visiting of family and friefdé/hy not try
Enjoy Keys on the Green’s awesome menus? They $5€0

lunch menus and dinner nus beginning at $15.00. There are
also great nightly specials. Call 303.674.4095 wjitilestion:
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www.nationalgeographic.com/geographybee /www.sheppar
dsoftware.com

Good Luck!
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Families Helping Families
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Debbie, Stephanie and Jennifer would like to extend a huge,
huge thank you to Patti, Jean, PTO, and all the fam ilies that
contributed to our holiday gifts. We are so touche d by your
generosity and for always thinking of us down at th e
preschool!!! Have a wonderful Holiday.

RMAE Preschool Open Enrollment begins January 5™ 2008
Enrollment packets have been sent home with currently enrolled
children.

The application form for the 2009/2010 school year can be found
on the RMAE website: www.RMAE.org
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Happy Holidays!
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School Newsletter Article 2008
Jeffco Public Schools Emergency School Closure Proc ess

Its time once again for families to think about making plans for emergency school closures and severe weather. The
district is aware of the implications of emergency school closures. We realize when schools shut down parents must
make alternative plans, bus and food services must be altered, class and test schedules must change, and events must
be cancelled. We also feel strongly that our students’ education can best be served when they are in class; however,
safety is our number one priority.

We will always do what is best to safeguard the well-being of our students and staff, but sometimes closing schools is
not the obvious choice. The school district covers 720 square miles with some schools located at elevations above
8,000 feet, while other schools are located minutes from fleets of city and county snow plows. In addition, Jeffco’s
location, nestled into the foothills, makes advanced weather predication a fickle business.

Because some Jeffco Schools begin school before 7:30 a.m. and school buses are on the road, a decision to close
must be made early. There have been times when the weather has changed, road conditions have deteriorated, or a
storm has stalled over the area that a last minute decision has been made to close part of the district. These late
decisions are made to protect our students and staff. There are many factors that are considered.

Ideally before 5 a.m., school transportation personnel begin to patrol roads, bus stops, and known problem
areas and report on road conditions.

Reports are collected from the State Highway Patrol, police and the Colorado Department of Transportation.
School personnel consider the safety of walking routes, sidewalks, school driveways, bus loops, and school
parking lots.

Beginning the night before an anticipated storm, the district receives weather updates from a private forecasting
service, as well as from the National Weather Service and local weather reporters. Neighboring school systems
are consulted when necessary.

Each day more than 350 Jeffco school buses transport approximately 18,000 students, who must wait at bus stops
before being picked up. Many students walk to school, while thousands of teenagers drive to high schools in the early
morning hours before it is light. Approximately 12,000 staff members make their way to Jeffco Public School facilities.
The images of our bus drivers on slippery roads, of young children standing at frozen bus stops, and teens, or their
parents, driving in hazardous conditions is always present when the decision is made to close schools.

Once the decision is made by a Jeffco Public Schools team, the message must be disseminated quickly to our 151
schools and to the community. Calls are made to all principals and the media. The district hotline, at 303-982-6600 is
typically updated first. The school closure Web page at http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/closures/index.html is
updated shortly after. Many schools send voicemails or e-mails directly to their parents via Campus Messenger. The
district does everything possible to alert the community in a timely manner.

Since parents are the primary protectors, they will need to decide what is best for their children regardless of any
decision by the school district. The option to keep children home when weather conditions are extreme is always at the
parents' discretion and the school understands and respects the decision. Parents can contact the school and arrange
for an excused student absence.

All families should make advanced arrangement for their children in case of school closures and for the rare situation
when it is necessary to close an individual school because of a power failure or another circumstance. Children should
know where to go if a parent will not be home and how to contact parents and guardians. Parent contact information,
including work telephone numbers, should be kept up-to-date with the school. If you are instructed to pick up your
student at a location other than their school due to a school closure, you will be ask to present photo ID before the
student will be released.

In cold weather students should be dressed appropriately. No one can predict when a fire alarm might go off or when
buildings might have to be evacuated due to an emergency. Bulky coats and boots can be stored in classrooms, or
other areas designated by the principal in addition to student lockers.

Working together we can ensure the safety of the Jeffco Public Schools community during the hazardous weather
season.

For additional information about emergency school closures see:
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/closures/index.html
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